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TRANSLATION 

Excerpts 

Note No. 7179/2dsng 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its compliments to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and, with reference to the latter’s Note No. 21/20-410-747 of 

24 May 2001, has the honour to inform it of the following.  

Having reviewed the issues raised in the above-mentioned note, the Russian Side finds the 

Ukrainian Side’s claims against the activities of the competent agencies and organisations of the 

Russian Federation in relation to maritime traffic and the safety of navigation in the Kerch Strait, to 

be unjustified. The Russian Side cannot but regard such claims as an attempt to gain a 

unilateral advantage in the water area whose legal status has not been formalized by treaty yet and 

is the subject matter of inter-state negotiations based upon the Russian and Ukrainian highest-

level agreement concerning the preservation of the status of the Kerch Strait, as well as the Sea of 

Azov, as internal waters of our two states.  

In this regard, the Russian Federation finds it necessary to reiterate its principled position on 

the unacceptability of any attempts to delimit unilaterally the Azov–Kerch water area as it was set 

out in Note No. 125/2dsng of 10 January 2000 of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 

Federation. […] 

Similarly, the Russian Side finds the references to Article 41 of the UN Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (1982) to be improper, first, since negotiations concerning the status of the Azov–

Kerch water area have not been completed yet, and, secondly, since there is a mutual understanding 

between the Russian and Ukrainian Sides that solutions are to be found without invoking the above-

mentioned Convention. […] 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation avails itself of the opportunity to 

renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine the assurance of its highest consideration. 

/Seal: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Russian Federation/ 

Moscow, 2 October 2001 
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